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TITLE: Briefing note on greenspace access

RECOMMENDATIONS: The contents of the briefing report are noted.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The city’s parks and greenspaces are here for everyone to 
enjoy, and there is an active programme to improve the parks and greenspaces 
across the city to ensure they are available for everyone, no matter what their access 
needs.

The briefing note highlights recent improvement projects and identifies future action

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: None

KEY DECISION: NO

DETAILS:

The city’s parks and greenspaces are here for everyone to enjoy, and there is an 
active programme to make sure the landscape, facilities and tranquility of our parks 
are available to everyone, no matter what their access needs.
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1.1 Under the Equality Act 2010 the term disabled is defined as having a physical 
or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long term’ negative effect on your 
ability to do normal daily activities. This can take many forms and includes visual or 
hearing impairment, cognitive difficulties, autism spectrum disorder, issues with 
mobility, sense and speech issues to name a few. Under the Equality Act as a Local 
Authority we have a responsibility to ensure that disabled people can access jobs, 
education and services as easily as non-disabled people. This is also known as the 
‘duty to make reasonable adjustments’. 

1.2 Due to the historical legacy and designs of many of our greenspaces and 
physical nature of the sites there may be inherent barriers to access such as steps, 
narrow access point, poor surfacing and steep slopes.

A programme is ongoing to ensure all the buildings and facilities within parks are 
accessible for users and we have an active programme to identify barriers and to 
improve access as much as reasonably practical.

1.3 When starting any new scheme or redeveloping existing schemes accessibility 
to the site is key. 

At the start of the design and consultation process we look at all entrance and access 
points, footpaths, street furniture and facilities within the site. We ensure any new 
play facility includes accessible equipment. That there is sufficient seating and that 
the footpaths are assessed for accessibility. 

2.0 Improvement Projects

2.1 Refurbishment of Boothsbank Park 

Funding from Section 106 monies has resulted in significant improvements to 
Boothsbank Park, improving paths, creating accessible entrances and replacing an 
unsafe and inaccessible former bowling pavilion with a new accessible building which 
is locally managed and widely used by the local community

 

Boothsbank Pavilion before and after the project
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2.2 Peel Park Salford.

Peel Park has benefited from heritage lottery funding of over two million pounds and 
was closed for refurbishment from autumn 2016 to spring 2018. With steep slopes 
and historic stepped access it has been challenging to address the access issues. 

The whole site was redesigned and improved as much as possible and was able to 
benefit from DDA improvements which included:

 Disabled markers around the park which indicate which routes are wheelchair 
friendly (slopes of 1:21 or shallower) the routes are also signed on wayfinding 
maps around the park.

 Park bench build outs which allow a wheelchair/pushchair to be positioned 
alongside the bench.

 All interpretation designed to be read at an accessible height.

 All the handrails and steps now meet current best practice and standards e.g. 
handrails available on both left and right sides and powder coated so are more 
comfortable to hold. 

 Tactile pavings are also now installed throughout the park to indicate level 
changes/steps for visually impaired users.

 Inclusive play including musical sensory pieces and a wheelchair roundabout.

 Disabled vehicle access and parking.

 Wheelchair access ramp to the park keeper’s office which also includes a 
DDA toilet facility.

 The work also linked into the new Riverside Footpath project which now 
creates an accessible green route linking Peel Park, Crescent Meadows and 
the Riverside walkway and neighbourhoods.

2.3 Play area improvements

Recent improvements at a number of parks including Clifton Country Park, Roe 
Green, Princes Park and Victoria Park have involved redesign of access footpaths 
and introduction of artificial grass safety surface rather than loose fill material or 
grass to ensure that equipment is accessible to all.
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Play equipment located within accessible surfacing rather than grass ensures it is 
accessible for wheelchair users

In addition a wider range of equipment has been included such as roundabouts, 
swings, slides and boat seats which provides access for able bodied and disabled 
children.

 

2.4 Loopline Improvement Programme

The investment in the network of car free traffic routes has enabled significant 
improvements to accessibility to take place. This has involved resurfacing and 
widening paths, improving sight lines and removing steps and replacing with ramps 
wherever possible.

 

Improvements to Ellenbrook loopline make paths accessible to all
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2.5 Removing motorcycle inhibitors

Motorcycles can be an issue on many of our sites and traditionally we have installed 
motorcycle inhibitors. However as well as restricting motorcycles they also 
discriminate against legitimate users of our facilities and this is particularly for the 
increasing number of people using motorised scooters. Following a review of our 
policy we have removed the traditional inhibitors together with increasing path width 
and surfacing. 

 

Removal of A frames enables access for motorised scooter users

Motorcycles still present an issue but not nearly as much as anticipated and we have 
worked closely with the neighbourhood management teams and GMP where it has 
been a problem. The action has been to deal with the antisocial behaviour rather 
than put up barriers. A programme in Little Hulton resulted in 29 bikes being seized 
and crushed in 2018 and a significant reduction in nuisance complaints.

2.6 Picnic Benches

Following consultation with groups across Salford the feedback was that the 
wheelchair accessible picnic benches previously installed with the wheelchair space 
at the end of the bench made the person in the wheelchair user feel ostracized and 
that they didn’t always want to sit at the end of the bench. We have since found two 
suppliers of accessible picnic benches who offer an alternative and will be using the 
new benches in any new schemes.
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Picnic benches at Clifton Country Park with accessible surface and inset

2.6 Other projects in greenspaces have included the installation of raised beds 
and improved access paths at allotment sites and installation of accessible fishing 
pegs at Agecroft Prison Ponds.

Raised beds at Tatton Street allotments

3.0 Future Work 

As part of the ongoing parks improvement programme we are developing the 
following actions:

3.1 Use a set suite of street furniture and standard design layout for any new 
accessible seating.

3.2 Ensure any new play facility has accessible play, including new or existing 
play areas with equipment suitable for a wide range of users.
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3.3 Set up a steering group utilising various groups across Salford including the 
Salford Disability Forum. Ensure any larger new designs are consulted on with the 
steering group, so they can comment on access, layout and play equipment as they 
have greater knowledge in this field. 

3.4 Update the parks and greenspaces section on the Salford Council website to 
show which sites have accessible parking, accessible play equipment and list the 
items of kit they have. This is following feedback from parents that they don’t always 
know where to take their children and it isn’t clear which sites offer accessible play.

3.5 Distribute an accessibility questionnaire to gain insight into how people use 
our greenspaces, what they feel works well and what doesn’t. Ask which other sites 
in other Authorities that they visit to gain a wider understanding of accessible usage 
in our Parks.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Equality Strategy 2015

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: N/A

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: N/A

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A
 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: Annie Surtees TEL NO: 0161 925 1153

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: ALL


